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Ducks Unlimited Canada (DUC) is recognized as Canada's leader in wetland conservation and restoration. With
operations located across Canada, DUC delivers on-the-ground habitat conservation projects, research,
education programs and public policy work to improve conservation and management of Canada’s wetlands.
The foundation of DUC's conservation approach is partnering with landowners to assist them in conserving
wetland and upland habitats through voluntary conservation agreements, easements, land donations and land
purchases.
DUC was first established in 1938 by a group of outdoorsmen who noticed that wetland loss was contributing
to declining waterfowl populations. This early realization spurred a greater quest to gain a more
comprehensive understanding of wetland function on the landscape and how they contribute to a better
quality of life for all residents in both rural and urban settings.
Supported by research, DUC operations and programs are guided by evidence-based initiatives that quantify
and address the benefits that wetlands provide. These benefits, referred to as ecological goods and services
(EGS), include improved water and air quality, reduced harm from drought and flooding, sequestration of
carbon (which assists with climate change management), and greater biodiversity.
Effective collaboration is key to successful and mutually beneficial conservation programs. DUC actively works
with landowners, industry, government and non-profit organizations to restore, conserve and protect
wetlands. Cumulatively in Alberta since 1938, DUC has secured and completed 2.3 million acres of wetland
restoration and conservation work and has registered almost 2,000 completed projects.
In Alberta, sectors that DUC works the most closely with are those related to agriculture, natural resources,
and urban development. DUC’s conservation toolbox includes the 10-year Wetland Restoration Lease
program, the Revolving Land Conservation program (RLCP), and the Forage Conversion program.
These programs are attractive options for farmers, ranchers and landowners who want to incorporate
sustainable conservation methods into their operations. The 10-year Wetland Restoration Lease program aims
at restoring wetlands while letting landowners manage their land which may include haying or grazing. DUC
pays for all wetland restoration costs and gives landowners an upfront payment and 10 annual payments for
the restored wetland area based on current fair market value. Through RLCP, DUC purchases land and then
puts it back into production by selling it to the agricultural community after conservation work is complete.
The restored and protected land acres, often converted to forage, provides productive areas for nesting
habitat. Proceeds of the sale are re-invested into other projects. The Forage Conversion program offers
financial rebates to producers who convert cropland into forage acres. This is a particularly beneficial program
especially during times of drought and grazing shortages.
While much progress had been done to restore, conserve and protect wetlands, more work is needed. It is
estimated that up to 80 acres of wetlands are lost every day in Canada—the equivalent of 45 soccer fields.
DUC’s mission, whether it is informing governments on policy or helping farmers get the most from their land,
will carry on so that wetlands and the benefits that they provide remain on the landscape for the benefit of all.
For more information, go to www.ducks.ca or call 1-866-479-3825.
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